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approximately 10 feet wide and the base and approximately two feet deep. The bottom of the bio-
retention basin will contain a subsurface drainage/storage layer consisting of gravel overlain with
a layer of soil. Native grasses will be planted along the slope of the basin to prevent erosion. The
basin will also include an outfall weir near its southern intersection with the upland flow ditch.
The project will maintain a distance of 15 feet away from the toe of the existing Sycamore Creek
Federal setback levee. With the addition of the 10-foot width for the upland flow conveyance ditch,
the distance the grading will maintain from the setback levee is 25 feet. The project is
approximately 110 and 165 feet away from the top-of-bank and centerline of Sycamore Creek,
respectively.

The proposed project will require the building of an access road on the adjacent city owned parcel
to the west. The project owner has obtained necessary permission from the City of Chico. The
access road will extend approximately 250’ into the City of Chico owned parcel. Additionally, the
proposed project will tie into the existing utilities service box which is located on the eastern side
of Cohasset Road on the opposite of the bike path.

EVALUATION OF THE PROPOSED PROJECT

The MND prepared in July of 2019 evaluated all potential environmental impacts as required by
the Environmental Checklist in the CEQA Guidelines, Appendix G at the time of adoption. The
Proposed Project has been evaluated based on the submitted plans for grading permit (B20-
00592) for the Thorntree Mini Storage and the updated Biological and Aquatic Resources
Evaluation. City staff has evaluated the new development for the Proposed Project for potential
impacts related to every factor in the CEQA Checklist.

It has been determined that in comparison to the Previously Approved Project, all impacts besides
the biological resources remain unchanged from the adopted IS/MND. Biological resources
impacts are analyzed below.

Biological Resources

A second Biological and Aquatic Resources Evaluation (Appendix B) was prepared by North Star
Engineering (April 2020) to determine if any new impacts would occur for the Proposed Project.
The assessment concluded that the Proposed Project would not result in any effects to biological
resources more severe than those described in the previously analyzed project.

Mitigation Measures

The mitigation measures contained in the Biological Resources section of the previously analyzed
project would be adequate to mitigate any potential impacts to biological resources associated
with the proposed project. No additional mitigation measures are needed.

SUMMARY AND FINDINGS

This Addendum and attached documents demonstrate that the environmental analysis, impacts,
and mitigation requirements identified in the previously approved Thorntree Grading and Mini
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Storage MND remain substantively unchanged by the situation described herein and supports the
finding that the Proposed Project does not raise any new issues and does not exceed the level of
impacts identified in the previous MND/IS (Appendix B).

In summary, the analysis concludes that none of the conditions described in §15162 of the CEQA
Guidelines calling for preparation of a subsequent EIR or Negative Declaration have occurred,
and thus an Addendum to the original MND is appropriate to satisfy CEQA requirements for the
Proposed Project. Furthermore, all mitigation measures contained in the Thorntree Grading and
Mini Storage Mitigation Monitoring and Reporting Program will remain in effect with the identified
minor technical changes.
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Each appendix listed below is available at City Hall (411 Main Street, 2" Floor) or on the City of Chico’s
website at http://www.chico.ca.us/planning_services/OtherPlanningDocumentsandReports.asp (Public
Review Documents - Thorntree Grading and Mini Storage).

Appendix A — Biological and Aquatic Resources Evaluation Addendum

Appendix B — Thorntree Grading and Mini Storage Initial Study/Mitigated Negative Declaration
Appendix C — Thorntree Grading and Mini Storage Mitigated Negative Declaration Mitigation
Monitoring and Reporting

Exhibit “I”



